CURRICULUM VITAE : WITI TAME IHIMAERA  SMILER

1. PERSONAL:

Born:  7 February, 1944, Gisborne, New Zealand

Citizenship:  New Zealand

Tribal affiliations: Te Whanau A Kai, Te Aitanga A Mahaki,

Rongowhakaata, Ngai Tamanuhiri, Ngati Porou, Tuhoe, Whakatohea

Marae: Rongopai, Waituhi; Puketewai, Tolaga Bay

Office Address:                                               Home Address:

Department of English                                      2 Bella Vista Road

University of Auckland                                     Herne Bay

Private Bag 92019                                             Auckland 1011
Auckland 1142, New Zealand                           New Zealand

Tel.  +64 9 3737599 Ext 88674                           Tel.  +64 9 3788707

Fax  +64 9 3737429                                           Fax. +64 9 3788707

e-mail: w.ihimaera@auckland.ac.nz
Marital Status: separated, two children

2.   EDUCATION: 
Kaiti Primary School, 1949-1950; Patutahi Primary School, 1951; Te Hapara Primary School, 1952-1954; Gisborne Intermediate, 1955-1956; Te Karaka District High School (now Waikohu College), 1957-1959; Church College of New Zealand, Tuhikaramea, Hamilton, 1960-1961; Gisborne Boys High School, 1962;

Degree: BA (English): University of Auckland, 1963-66; Victoria University of Wellington, 1968-1969; graduated Victoria University of Wellington, 1970;

3.   CAREER: 
Journalism: Cadet Journalist, The Gisborne Herald, Gisborne, 1967; Journalist, Public Relations Division, Post Office Headquarters, Wellington, 1968-1972; seconded to Information Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1973-1975; Robert Burns Literary Fellow, University of Otago, Dunedin, 1976; 
Diplomacy: Career diplomat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1977; Second Secretary, New Zealand High Commission, Canberra, Australia, 1978-1980; Victoria University of Wellington Writing Fellow, Wellington, 1981;  First Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1982-1985; Consul, New Zealand Consulate, New York, USA, 1986-1988; Counsellor (Public Affairs), New Zealand Embassy, Washington DC, USA, 1989-1990 (Resigned) ; New Zealand Scholarship In Letters, 1991;

University: Part Time Tutor, English Department, University of Auckland, 1992; Katherine Mansfield Fellow, Menton, France, 1993; Junior Lecturer, English Department, University of Auckland, 1994-1995; Associate Professor of English and Distinguished Creative Fellow in Maori Literature, University of Auckland 1996;  Professor, New Zealand Literature, University of Auckland, 2004 -2008; Professor, Creative Writing, University of Hawaii at Manoa, Hawaii, 2009;
4.   SCHOLARSHIPS, HONORARY DEGREES, FELLOWSHIPS, PRIZES:

Scholarships: Fellowships: Robert Burns Fellow in Literature, University of Otago, Dunedin, 1976; Victoria University of Wellington Writing Fellow; Wellington, 1981; New Zealand Scholarship In Letters, Wellington,1991; Katherine Mansfield Fellow, Menton, France,1993; Honorary Degree of Doctor of Literature, Victoria University of Wellington, 2004; Ngati Porou Tribal Award for Outstanding Service to the Iwi, 2005; Senior Fulbright Fellow, George Washington University, 2006; Visiting Fellow, University of Tasmania, 2007; Visiting Fellow, Fondsvoordeletteren, Amsterdam, 2007; Citizen’s Chair, University of Hawaii at Manoa, Hawaii, 2009; Star of Oceania Award for Services to Pacific Literature; Te Waka Toi Senior Artist Award, September 2009;

Awards: Freda Buckland Award for Pounamu, Pounamu (short stories),1972; 3rd Prize, Wattie Book of the Year, Pounamu, Pounamu, 1972; First Prize Winner, Wattie Book of the Year Award, Tangi (novel), 1973;  First Prize Winner, Montana Book of the Year Award, The Matriarch (novel), 1986; Winner, Asia-Pacific Region, The Commonwealth Writers Prize, The Matriarch,1987; 2nd Prize, Montana Book of the Year Award, Te Ao Marama Volume 2: Contemporary Maori Writing (editor), 1993;  First Prize, Montana Book of the Year Award, Bulibasha, King of the Gypsies (novel), 1995; First Prize, Art Category, Montana Book of the Year Award, Mataora: Contemporary Maori Art (editor), 2001; Peoples Choice Award, Toronto Film Festival, Toronto, Canada, Whale Rider (author and associate producer), 2002; Audience Award (Foreign Film), Sundance Film Festival, Utah, USA, Whale Rider (author and associate producer); Canal Plus Peoples Choice Award, Rotterdam Film Festival, Holland, Whale Rider (author and associate producer), 2003; Longlist, Frank O’Connor International Short Story Award, Ask The Posts of the House, 2008;  

1986: QSM for Services to the Maori Community;

2004: DCNZM for Services to New Zealand Literature
5.    PUBLICATIONS AND PERFORMED WORKS:

Fiction: Pounamu, Pounamu, (Short Stories, 1st by a Maori writer), Heinemann (Educational) Books NZ Ltd, 1972; Tangi, (Novel, 1st by a Maori writer), Heinemann Books NZ Ltd, 1973; Whanau (Novel) Heinemann Books NZ Ltd, 1974; The New Net Goes Fishing (Short Stories), Heinemann Books NZ Ltd, 1977; The Matriarch (Novel) Heinemann Books NZ Ltd, 1986; The Whale Rider (Novel) Heinemann Books NZ Ltd, 1987; Dear Miss Mansfield (Short Stories) Viking/Penguin Books, New Zealand, 1989; Te Kaieke Tohora (Novel, Maori Language Version of The Whale Rider), Reed Books, 1994; Bulibasha, King of the Gypsies (Novel) Penguin Books, New Zealand, 1994; Nights in the Gardens of Spain (Novel), Reed Books, 1995; Kingfisher Come Home (Short Stories), Reed Books, 1995; The Dream Swimmer (Novel), Penguin Books, New Zealand, 1997; Aroha, Edition Isele, (Germany only) 1999; Woman Far Walking (Play), Huia Publishers, 2000; The Uncle’s Story (Novel), Penguin Books, New Zealand, 2000; The Little Kowhai Tree (Children’s Book, Writer), Huia Publishers, 2002; Ihimaera: His Best Stories (Short Stories), Reed Books, April 2003; The Whale Rider (The International Edition), Harcourts Ltd USA, publication June 2003; Sky Dancer (novel), Penguin Books, November 2003; Whanau II (novel), Reed Books, 2004; The Rope of Man (novel), Reed Books, 2005; The Amazing Adventures of Razza the Rat (Children’s Book, Writer), Reed Books, 2006; Ask The Posts of the House (Short Stories), Reed Books, 2007; The Matriarch (rewritten version, novel), Raupo/Penguin, 2008; The Trowenna Sea,  November 2009;    

Non-Fiction: Maori (History), The Government Printer, 1975; Into the World of Light: Contemporary Maori Writing (Anthology: Editor), Heinemann Books NZ Ltd, 1982; Te Ao Marama: Contemporary Maori Writing, Five Volumes (Anthology, Editor) Reed Books, 1992-1999; Mask and Mirror (Artist’s Book; Writer in collaboration with artist, Terry Stringer), Iwa Publishers, 1994; The Legendary Land, Land Sea & Sky (New Zealand Photographs, Writer, with Photographer, Holger Leue), Reed Books, 1994 and 1995; Vision Aotearoa (Political Essays, Editor with Roz Capper & Amy Brown) Port Nicholson Press, Wellington, 1995; Mataora: Contemporary Maori Art (Art History, Editor) David Bateman Books, 1996; On Top Down Under (Photography, Writer with Photographer, Sally Tagg) Allen & Unwin, 1997; Growing Up Maori (Essays, Editor) Tandem Books, Auckland, 1997; This is New Zealand (New Zealand Photographic Book, Writer, with Tim Plant and Photographer Holger Leue), Reed Books, 1998; Out There: Portraits of the Hero Parade (Photography, with Photographer Murray Savidan), Savidan Books, 2000; Te Ata: Maori Art From the East Coast (Maori Art, Editor with Ngarino Ellis) Reed Books, 2002; Our City: Auckland (Anthology, Editor) Exisle Publishers, 2003;

Get On The Waka (Anthology, Editor) Reed Books, 2007.

Performed Works: Waituhi, The Life of the Village (Opera, Librettist and Producer, with Composer, Ross Harris), Wellington Opera House, Wellington, 1984; Tanz Der Schwane (Opera, Librettist, with Composer, Ross Harris), Victoria University of Wellington, 1993; The Clio Legacy (Symphonic Cantata, Librettist, with Composer, Dorothy Buchanan), Town Hall, Wellington, 1993;  The Two Taniwha (Play, Playwright, commissioned for Apirana Ngata Commemoration performances), Gisborne, Tolaga Bay, Ruatoria, New Plymouth, 1994; Symphonic Legends (Orchestral Song Cycle, Librettist, with Composer Peter Scholes), commissioned by the Auckland Philharmonia, Auckland Town Hall, 1997; Woman Far Walking (Play), International Festival of the Arts, Wellington, 2000, and subsequently annual tours of New Zealand and invitation to Commonwealth Games Arts Festival, 2001; Galileo   

(Opera, Libretto, and Producer with Composer John Rimmer), The Maidment, Auckland, 2002; Whale Rider (Film, Author and Associate Producer), New Zealand premiere, Sky City Theatre, 2003; winner of audience awards at the Toronto Film Festival and San Sebastian Film Festival, 2002, Sundance Film Festival, Rotterdam Film Festival, Seattle Film Festival, Maui Film Festival, Lake Placid Film Festival, 2003; Independent Spirits Award (Best Foreign Film), March, 2004; Whale Rider On Stage, Civic Theatre, Auckland, August 2004; The Wedding (Ballet, composer Gareth Farr, commissioned by the New Zealand Royal Ballet), premiere at the Aotea Centre, Auckland, and national tour, 2006-2007; Whero’s New Net (Play written by Albert Belz from Ihimaera short stories), The Maidment, Auckland, September 2008.
6.   SELECTED CONFERENCES/FESTIVALS/SPEECHES:

50th Anniversary Conference, NZ Institute of International Affairs, Wellington; “Postcolonial Writing,” University of Venice, Italy; 20th Foreign Policy School, University of Otago, Dunedin; New Zealand Writers Series, Auckland City Council, Auckland,1985; “After Sir Peter Buck”, East-West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii; 1987: Commonwealth Literature Seminar, London, England; 1988: Harbourfront Writers Festival, Toronto, Canada;  “Katherine Mansfield Centennial Celebrations” and Literary Tour of the USA,1986; “Te Maori: What Comes Next?” The Smithsonian Lecture Series, Washington  DC, USA; Vancouver Writers Festival,1989; 25th Foreign Policy School, University of Otago, Dunedin; International Festival of Arts, Wellington; Warana Arts Festival, Brisbane, Australia, 1990; Readers and Writers Week, Dunedin,1991; Te Whare Taonga o Aotearoa Conference, Wellington; 18 Fictioneers Conference, Auckland,1992; Sydney Arts Festival, Sydney, Australia,1993; “The Maori Perspective”, National Library Conference, Wellington,1994; Adelaide Writers Festival, Adelaide, Australia; “Maori Writing”, University of Nice, France; “Perspectives on the Pacific”, University of Bourgogne, France, 1995; International Festival of the Arts, Wellington,1996; “Multiculturalism: The Pacific and Japan” Tokyo University, Tokyo, Japan,1997; “Alternative Realities”, Melbourne University, Melbourne, Australia; Commonwealth Writers Festival, London; British Museum “Maori Taonga” Exhibition and Festival, London; “Beyond Survival” Conference, Ottawa, Canada,1998; Readers & Writers Week, Dunedin;  Commonwealth Games Arts Festival, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Singapore Arts Festival, Singapore; “Maori Literature in Libraries”, New Zealand Library Association Conference, Auckland, 1999; International Festival of the Arts, Wellington; “Dislocating Shakespeare” Conference, University of Auckland, 2000; “(Re)presentations of Aotearoa and Polynesia: Escaping the Western Gaze, Joseph Keene Chadwick Memorial Lecture, University of Hawaii, Hawaii; “Contemporary Maori Writing”, Hawaiian Arts Council, Honolulu, Hawaii; Sydney Writers Festival, 2001; “Pacific Week” Henderson State University, Arkansas, USA; New Zealand Literatures in English”, 5th Summer School, Kiel, Germany, 2002; International Festival of the Arts, Wellington; Commonwealth Arts Festival, Manchester, England; Toronto Film Festival, Toronto, Canada; Berlin Literature Festival, September; Brisbane Writers Week, October, 2003;  Guest, International Festival of the Arts, Wellington, March; Australian and New Zealand Principals’ Conference, Wellington, May; Distinguished Lecture Series, University of Hawaii, November 2004; Keynote Speaker, Northrop Frye International Literary Festival, Canada, April; Fulbright Senior Fellow lectures, George Washington and Georgetown universities, USA, 2005; Berlin Literaturfestival; London Book Fair, Seminar at Centre for Translation, University of California at Irvine, California, 2006; Visiting Fellow, University of Tasmania lectures, Australia; Royal Society of New Zealand “Are Angels OK??” tour of Great Britain (International Science Festival, Cambridge University and Royal Society, London); Turin International Book Fair; Visiting Fellow, Fondsvoor deletteren, Amsterdam, lectures at the University of Amsterdam and Binger Filmlab, 2007; Auckland Writers Festival, Hong Kong International Literary Festival; Taiwan literary tour and meeting with Taiwan Indigenous Peoples’ Council; Robert Burns 50th Anniversary Celebration Readings, 60th Anniversary Fulbright New Zealand, 2008; Citizen’s Chair lectures and readings, University of Hawaii at Manoa; Pasifika Energy Summit, Hawaii; opening address, Australasian Association of Italian Studies Conference, Auckland, 2009;  
7.   COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS AND SERVICE:

1970: Liaison Officer, Black Power, Wellington; 1974: Founder member and Treasurer, Maori Writers and Artists Society; 1976: Ministry of Foreign Affairs officer seconded to Overstayer issues, Auckland; 1978: Founder member and first Chairman, Maori and South Pacific Arts Council, QE2 Arts Council of New Zealand; 1980: Chairman, Maori Writers and Artists Society; 1982:  Re-appointed, Member, Literature Committee, QE2 Arts Council of New Zealand; 1984: Chairman, Ngati Aorere Maori Foreign Affairs Officers Committee; International Festival of the Arts, Wellington; 1986: Founder of Ngati Aorere marae, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 1990: Member, Literature Committee, QE2 Arts Council of New Zealand; 1991: Member, Katherine Mansfield Fellowship Trust; Founder member, Te Haa (Maori Writers) Committee, Te Waka Toi; 1992: Member, Te Waka Toi, QE2 Arts Council of New Zealand; First Chairman, Te Waka Awhina Tane, Auckland; 1993: Deputy Chairman, Te Waka Toi, QE2 Arts Council of New Zealand; 1994: Member, Literature Committee, International Festival of the Arts; 1995: Member, Toi Maori Aotearoa; 1996: Chairman, Te Haa (Maori Writers) Committee, Toi Maori Aotearoa; Member, New Zealand Opera Training School; 1997: Member, Isherwood Trust, Auckland; 1998: Member, Hero Trust, Auckland; Member, Books in Prisons Trust; 1999: Judge, Commonwealth Writers Prize, London; Leader, Maori Delegation, “To See Proudly, First Nations Indigenous Arts Conference, Ottawa, Canada; 2000: Member, “Heart of the Nation” Strategic Working Group (Chairman, Hamish Keith), reporting to Prime Minister on “A Cultural Strategy for Aotearoa New Zealand” (Report presented June 2000); Judge, Laureate Awards, The Arts Foundation of New Zealand; 2001: New Zealand Planning Committee, Commonwealth Writers Prize, London 2002; Convening Judge and Presenter, Montana Book of the Year Awards, Auckland, 2003;  Appointed to the Board of Directors, Learning Media, by the Minister of Education; Member, re-appointed 2004; Patron, Books in Prisons Trust, 2004; Trustee, Michael King Writers Centre, 2004; Trustee Maori Film Festival, 2005; Trustee, South Pacific Research Whaling Commission, 2007; 
Selected Biographical Listings:

Oxford History of New Zealand Literature (NZ) ;The Oxford Companion to New Zealand Literature NZ); Who’s Who In New Zealand (NZ); Who’s Who in the World (US); Contemporary Authors US); Dictionary of International Biography (UK); International Authors and Writers Who’s Who UK);
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